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Epiphany had us focus on light and darkness.  In February we are 

in a transition period.  We move from Epiphany and begin our 

Lenten journey.  It is a good reminder that we are still in a 

transition time as a church.  We have not finished discerning our 

future path.  We finish Epiphany with a few Sundays engaging the 

Sermon on the Mount and the Transfiguration, and then Lent 

takes us into the period of self-examination which prepares us for 

Easter.  Once again, we turn our attention to our path of 

discipleship.  In the secular world Super Bowl Sunday and 

Valentine’s Day shape our month.  We look not at a trophy and 

championship but to the kingdom of God as our end goal.  We live 

out the ways of love every day as we care for our faith community.  

Jesus is raising the standard of behavior in the Sermon on the 
Mount.  He teaches us how to love and live as kingdom people. 
He is making it harder, it seems, to be a Christian, a follower of 
Christ. He wants us to go further, to go deeper. In short, he is 
asking us to not simply follow the rules, but to consider how our 
behavior and our choices and our attitudes impact the wider 
community around us. He is talking about our influence, on how 
Christians are called to influence their world in a positive way. It is 
a continuation of the salt and light idea.  

So, we hold up the example of Christ in worship this month. We 
sing of his ministry, his example, and his call on our lives. We 
hear the invitation to make the most of our lives, to take the 
narrow way and hold ourselves to a higher standard. We call 
upon the Spirit to strengthen us for the daily journeys of life and 
living. At the same time, we pray for those in our spheres of 
influence, those who look to us for guidance and  hope.  We 



continue to see how Beans and Rice evolves from a main cook to 
a more collaborative team continuing this vital ministry.  

Relationships within the body are important, but so is the 

relationship of the church with the wider community. How can you 

lift community concerns or needs in your prayer time? What acts 

of service within the community are already in place that we can 

celebrate? What additional needs could be met, or invitations 

issued? Who is missing from the body of the church? Jesus calls 

us to go above and beyond in our attempts to see all the people.  

These are good questions to ponder as we work to grow as 

disciples and follow God’s leading through our transitions.                                        

 

Here are the scripture readings and sermon titles for February.  The 

Psalm readings are for the Tuolumne/Soulsbyville church.\ 

 

Feb. 5: "Salt and Light" 

             Matthew 5: 13-20 

             Psalm 112: 1-10 

 

Feb. 12: "Path to Reconciliation" 

              Matthew 5: 21-37 

              Psalm 119: 1-8 

 

Feb. 19: Transfiguration Sunday 

               "Unclimbed Mountains" 

                Matthew 17: 1-9 

                Psalm 99 

 

Feb. 26: 1st Sunday of Lent 

               "Bet You Can't Eat Just One" 

                Genesis 2:15-17, 3: 1-7 

                Psalm 32 



 

Greetings Everyone,  
 
Women's fellowship is planning a work day on Saturday the 

11th. We'll meet at 10 am at church to clean the kitchen. If you 

are able to help, bring a sack lunch for afterwards. 

 

Saturday the 18th our lunch and fellowship time will be at the 

Willow Wisp Cafe at 11:30. This is the former Pete's Restaurant 

across from Safeway. Meet at church at 11:15 to carpool. 

Our breakfast meeting will be on Sunday the 26th at church in 

the Fireside room at 9:30 and will be a potluck. 

 

Gail Pollard has invited us to her new place for lunch sometime. 

We're thinking possibly Saturday March 11th or the 18th. Be 

watching for updated information. 

Looking ahead 

we are planning to hold an event at church during the 2nd 

Saturday time on May 13th Mother's Day weekend. We are 

hoping to be able to offer items from Africa team ministries for 

sale along with food and/or drink. 



  

We've also penciled in Saturday June 10th for a rummage sale. 

More details for both planned events will be shared soon. 

Happy Valentine's day and many blessings to all. 

 
Karla Wasson 
 
    SONORA UMC NUTS & BOLTS                        
 
 The next Green bag collection date is Sunday, February 

5th.  The nonperishable food items collected are taken to the 

Amador Tuolumne Community Action Agency for distribution to 

the local food banks.  Thank you for remembering to make sure 

that the food is within the best use date.  

Also, they no longer accept food in glass bottles or Peanut Butter 

(allergy problems). There are Green bags in the large box in the 

Fireside room.  Paper bags work, too. 

If you would rather send a check to help those in our county 

in need, the address is: ATCAA Food Bank   PO Box 

1307  Jamestown, CA 95327 

  

 Birthdays:The only February birthday is for Janice Samuels 

Johnson on Feb. 21.   

 

 



Church Directory: I am working on a new updated listing of the 

members and friends of Sonora United Methodist Church.  If your 

information has changed in the last year, please let me know of 

your changes. Please send your corrections by email  to Lorraine 

at lorrainev63@comcast.net or call 209-559-5335. 

 

Nametags  Since we have some new people attending, (isn’t 

that great!) we wish that you would please wear your name 

tags.  Unless yours is riding around in your car, it is on the board 

next to the Fireplace. Please introduce yourself to anyone you 

don’t recognize and get to know them. . 

 

Here are the names of our guests at worship services that have 

attended several times lately.  Hopefully this will help you (and 

me) connect names and faces. 

Jane Gunter and Kat Bachilla 

Dan-joe Lopez &  Theadora Lyles and Dan-joe’s son Darrien 

Dy Ann Smith 

 

From the Finance Committee:   

 We have put together a budget based on our estimates as to 

how much income we hope and pray we will receive. If you have 

not yet sent in your pledge card to the church, or placed it in the 
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collection plate, it would be helpful if you could prayerfully 

consider your support  for the church for this year. There are also 

blank pledge cards in the Fireside room.  

 

 


