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November is the time of year we remember to give thanks to God. On All Saints Day we
celebrate those who shared the love of Jesus with us, and whose legacy has made us the
Christian people we are and the worshipping community we are. November is the time of
harvest, and we give God thanks for the bounty of the earth. Fall is a time of beauty, and we
enjoy God’s creation. Most of all we have Thanksgiving. It is a national holiday, a time to
reflect on all our blessing and be thankful. We have turkey dinner to share with our families and
the community. It really does set the tone for the month.
I am writing this as I am again at Stanford Hospital with Jamie. I would like to say I am
thankful that her health problems are greatly improved, but she is worse than she was two weeks
ago, and doctors are still trying to figure out how they can help. Still, I marvel at the technology
and skills of the medical professionals. God has given them very specialized gifts and wisdom.
I am thankful for the compassionate care she is receiving. I can say the same for Tammy as she
is going through chemotherapy. The medical tools available today are so improved from even
20 years ago. I may not be able to say I am thankful for good health, but I am thankful for the
ways our illnesses have been addressed, particularly this year.
I am thankful for family, living in Tuolumne County, having plenty of food and a home. The big
things remind us we are more fortunate than so many in a global sense, we are truly rich. We
could stop there thanking God with all our hearts. An attitude of gratitude runs much deeper, to
where we are moving toward praising God without ceasing. It is helpful to spend time counting
all the many little things for which one is thankful. The extra hour we get turning our clocks
back from daylight savings time, foods we enjoy, friends who make our lives brighter, books,
movies, or music that feed our souls, animals and nature, freedoms we often take for granted, are
only the beginning of the list we could make. If you take a little bit of time, I have found the list
quickly grows over one hundred items to give thanks.
I hope you have moments to slow down and rediscover all the reasons you are thankful. Our
worship is always a time we gather to give God our thanks and praise, and this month that will
be amplified and clearly the focus. Remember the apostle Paul wrote about rejoicing always
from his prison cell. Even in challenging times followers of Jesus have so much to be thankful.
May we find joy in sharing our thankfulness, blessing our community and enriching our spiritual
journey.
Shalom
Pastor Kevin

Sermons:
Nov. 6: All Saints Day "Inheritance of the Saints"
Ephesians 1: 11-23.
Nov. 13: "Water from the Well” Isaiah 12
Nov. 20: Thanksgiving Sunday "Thankful for the Right Things”. Phillipians 4: 4-9
Nov. 27: 1st Sun of Advent
"State of Readiness”
Matthew 24: 36-44

Daylight savings time ends Sunday Nov 6th

Remember to set your clock back!!

All Saints Day
Sunday November 6th we will celebrate All Saints Day. We may be more familiar with All
Hallow’s Eve or Halloween, which is the evening before All Saints Day. We celebrate on the first
Sunday of November instead of November 1st. Our saints are those who faithfully lived and have
died. They are ordinary, not just extraordinary folks. They showed us the love of God, told us about
Jesus, showed us how to live faithful lives. They might be family, neighbors, teachers, or friends.
We are going to have a time to share about our saints. I am inviting you to bring sometime to
worship as a visual to share your saint. In the past I have brought a shepherd crook, a hammer,
wooden shoes, pictures, and artwork that belonged to one of my saints. You can talk about your
saint or simply leave the object on the table as a visual part of our worship. This is a worship
service my past church’s have found to be very meaningful and I hope you will too.

Women’s Fellowship
Greetings All,
I'm sure enjoying the cooler weather, many times referred to as "soup weather". So women's
fellowship has decided to resume our fall soup luncheon and bake sale with some holiday items and
possibly a gift basket raffle if there is enough interest. This event will be held on Saturday the 19th
from 11am until 2pm. Lunch will be soup with rolls, cracker, beverage and our pumpkin pie cake for
dessert. Cost will be $10. I will have a sign up sheet for help with soup, dessert, raffle baskets,
baked goods, serving, etc. Dust off your favorite recipes and plan to share how you are able. This is
also the weekend that our Catholic sisters are holding their holiday bazaar.
Sunday the 20th is Operation Christmas Child shoebox collection day. Please remember to bring
your boxes to church. Women fellowship will cover the $10 per box shipping cost if you need help.
Our next breakfast will be Sunday the 27th at 9:30 in the parsonage and will be potluck. All
ladies are invited.
The November/December Upper Room devotionals are in. We have both regular print and large
print available. We continue our Qi Gong and Bible study on Fridays at 1:30 in the Fireside room.
All are welcome to join in.
May God bless you all and keep you safe and well.
Karla Wasson

Charge Conference
Our Joint Charge Conference with Soulsbyville/Tuolumne will be on Tuesday, November 29 at
Soulsbyville. This is a meeting with our District Superintendent, David Niu. The Pastor will have a
meeting with the DS at 4 pm, the Staff Parish Relations Committees will meet at 4:30 and the
Charge Conference, which involves all the officers of the church and also other members of the
church who wish to attend, will be at 5 pm.. Please put the date on your calendar.

Planning ahead for Christmas
First Sunday in Advent is November 27. We will need someone or a couple of someones to read
and light the Advent candles for the 4 Sundays of Advent. Please let Lorraine know if you are
available.
Church decorating will be Saturday, December 3rd at 11 am. This is always fun, so plan to come
and do our traditional decorating or help us discover something new.
Church Christmas Party, Luncheon and White Elephant exchange, This will be after church on a
Sunday to be determined. More information will be in the December newsletter.
Christmas Eve Service, Friday, December 24, 6 pm. Carols and Scripture readings.
Lorraine Vogt

Anniversaries:
Jerry and Lois O’Day. They were married 11/7/1976

Birthdays
11/22 Loisi Hursky
11/29 Karla Wasson
Thank you to all who took part and/or donated food to the free Hot Dog Supper, the Haunted
Hallway and the Trunk and Treat on October 29. Thank you especially to Karla Wasson who did all
the organization of the food. We hope you all had fun and enjoyed all the kids in their costumes.

Daylight savings time ends Sunday Nov 6th
Remember to set your clock back!!
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