
PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

Maybe you love or maybe you have grown weary of the song, 

“The Twelve Days of Christmas.”  It is a reminder that we journey 

from Christmas season into Epiphany during the month of 

January.  We will celebrate the New Year with the Wesley 

Covenant Service, and then Epiphany Sunday a week later than 

is traditional.  Our focus for worship will be Epiphany. 

If you look up the word “epiphany” in the dictionary, you find, 

alongside the religious definitions, a Christian festival celebrated 

on January 6th commemorating the manifestation of the Christ to 

the gentiles in the persons of the magi, or an appearance, 

especially of a deity - you find something else. Something that 

implies a stumbling upon, a glimpse, a revelation, an intuitive 

perception into the reality or essential meaning of something, 

usually initiated by some simple, commonplace occurrence or 

experience. Not knowing, as much as grasping. Receiving. And 

maybe that is enough to get us through. To keep our feet moving. 

To make our commitments, to make a covenant. Maybe it is 

enough to give our lives away to this child, to this story, to this 

gospel and this truth. Maybe. Maybe it is enough. This is the spirit 

we enter the new year—a time of 

light and commitment. 

We have acknowledged the 
presence of God even in the 
darkness. During Epiphany, we 
embrace the light that is the 
Christ, but not as a denial of the 
God who dwells in the dark. 
Instead, it could be an awareness 
of the journey that continues, sometimes in certainty and 
sometimes in doubt, sometimes in clarity and sometimes in 
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confusion. We make our declaration, like the covenant prayer 
says, that when we have everything and when we have nothing, 
when we are of use and when we are laid aside, we are still 
committed to God, we are still dedicated to Christ. We follow 
Christ when we can see him clearly and when we have lost sight 
of him. Still, we follow.  

So, let us lift up the name of Jesus this new year; let us make our 
pledge and follow his star. Let us be about the one who guides 
us, who finds us even when we are lost and gives us direction 
and hope. Let our worship be full of songs of praise of the name 
of Jesus, and let our prayers be prayers of commitment to follow.  
Our questions for the month are: How will I make my covenant 
visible? What can I do to remember that I am committed to being 
made a disciple of Jesus Christ? How does worship continue 
when we are not gathered in the sanctuary?  How will I be the 
light in the darkness? 

  

Here are the scripture readings and sermon titles for 
January.  The Psalms are for the Tuolumne/Soulsbyville church. 

 
Jan. 1: New Year Covenant Service 
           "Commit to the Light" 
            Ecclesiastes 3: 1-13 
            Matthew 25: 31-46 
            Psalm 8 
 
 
Jan. 8: Epiphany Sunday 
            "Wisemen Still Seek Him" 
            Isaiah 60: 1-6 
            Matthew 2: 1-12 
            Psalm 29 



 
Jan 15: Human Relations Day 
             "A Light to the Nations" 
             Isaiah 49: 1-7 
             Psalm 40: 1-11 
 
Jan. 22:  
              "A Mind of LIghtness" 
              Isaiah 9: 1-4 
              1 Corinthians 1: 10-18 
               Psalm 27: 1-10 
 
Jan. 29: 
              "What Will Satisfy?" 
               Micah 6: 1-8 
               Psalm 15 
 
Thank You 

Words cannot express what a joy it is to be your pastor.  Tammy, 
Jamie and I thank you for your thoughtful Christmas gift.  The way 
you embraced wearing masks in worship, and your flexibility in 
carrying on with worship during unscheduled hospital stays has 
warmed my heart.  Your caring was extended in the gift for 
Christmas.  Your prayers and small kindnesses throughout the 
year clearly help us during the struggles of our health. 

Shalom, 

Pastor Kevin, Tammy and Jamie 

 

 

 



WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

Greetings All 

 

 
Happy New Year and I hope everyone had a blessed Christmas!  
Women's fellowship will meet for lunch Saturday the 14th, place 
and time to be determined. And breakfast will be a potluck in the 
Fireside room on Sunday the 22nd at 9:30. 
  
January is usually a planning time, so be thinking of what you 
may like us to try this year. We should probably schedule some 
work days for cleaning various areas of our church. 
Make sure to pick up your copy of the Upper Room if you haven't 
yet. 
 
We will be resuming the Friday Qi Gong and Bible study. Be 
watching for email updates. 
 
Blessings to all and prayers for a happy, healthy New Year. 
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Birthdays for January 
 
1/1 Mary Lou Dunlavy 
1/2 Roger Francis 
1/5 Peggy Florence 
1/5 Louise Leedy 
1/21 Jeremiah Samuels Johnson 
1/22 Dan Townsend 
1/25 Bobbie Clapham 
1/28 Marissa Mansfield 
 
Church Directory:   
 
 I am working on a new updated listing of the members and 
friends of Sonora United Methodist Church.  If your information 
has changed in the last year, please let me know of your 
changes. Please send your corrections by email  to Lorraine 
at lorrainev63@comcast.net or call 209-559-5335. 
 
Transitions: 
 
 Last Sunday Gail Pollard announced she was moving to 
Stockton and that this last Sunday of December was her last 
Sunday with us.  She has been a faithful member and worker in 
the church for over 25 years.  This year she has served as our 
very knowledgeable Church Treasurer and Trustee, and the main 
planner and cook for the Beans, Rice and Jesus Christ 
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community dinners, was a member of the Women’s Fellowship 
and helped with the Rummage sales and outreach efforts of that 
group. 
     She also served on the Paragraph 213 committee, writing 
reports on the state of our church and helping to plan for our 
future, and was the editor of our website and these monthly 
newsletters.  She painted most of the walls and ceilings of the 
Parsonage.  I know there are other things she has done this year, 
because all of a sudden, something that needed doing was 
done.  And she preached a sermon! All in one year!. 
 
 Thank you, Gail, for all you have done for the church and the 
community and the friend you are to all of us.  We will miss you 
and wish you many blessings in your new life. 
 
 Nancy Fraleigh will become our new website and 
newsletter editor.  Peggy Florence will be the new Church 
Treasurer and we are hiring Doreen Gibson Accounting 
Services for Payroll and tax accounting.  We are still looking 
for ways and people to continue the Beans and Rice 
dinners.  If you are able to help with cooking or serving on 
Thursday evenings, please let Lorraine know (209) 559-5335 
 
 This has been an amazing and blessed time for this year of 
transition for our church.  During the first six months at least 10 
different people preached for us along with Rev Dave Bennett and 
Rev Norm Mowery.  Rev Kevin Campbell has been our pastor for 
the last 6 months, even writing sermons and sending them to us 
while caring for his daughter at Stanford Hospital.  We have 
continued with our care of our community.  The Parsonage has 
been completely painted and prepared to be a rental. 
 
 Thank you church staff and members and friends of the 
church for all your hard work, wonderful food and care for one 
another. 


